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Axxonn /
Tom Hall
/
Ambrose
Chapel
"Masters
of the

Epic Day"
Axxonn

This EP from Aussie post rockers Axxonn
is a somewhat promotional affair
showcasing the duo, and the efforts of its
parts; in an equilateral triptych. The
musicians wear their influences on their
sleeves, pitching a sound similar to
Nadja, M83 and Tim Hecker. This tour EP
opens with a slice of what Axxonn have
to offer. Ascending keyboard chords loop
in a climb, and are then joined by
swelling guitar drone. Electronics dance
and warp into a rhythm, only to
disappear with haste. Clean percussion
that feels like a drum machine thumps a
straightforward pattern. The swirling
electronica returns as the sound hits the
red and breaks to inevitable decline. Soft
elements join a reduced drum as quiet
tones get fucked up by bellowing noise.
Then all fades again to a tranquil outro.
This has a real Mogwai (c.Happy
Songs...) feel, that is both enjoyable and
a little predictable.

The second track by Axxonn begins with
what can only be described as an early
trance loop, with elements of very early
IDM reminiscent of Warp outfit Plaid. This
then breaks into fuzz-rock with a strong
reflection to the electro/noise rock of
M83. The chord shifts should get you
nodding along and do just enough to
rescue the almost cringe making opening
gambit. Now one half of the equation
comes in the form of Tom Hall. Hall
layers bouncing keyboard and electronics
with delicate fingers. Some exquisite
tranquillity is allowed ricochet in
sublimity. Low notes deepen the feel and
a chiming sound floats above this
brooding back drop. Once again elements

 

18 August, 2010
Giuseppe Ielasi "Aix" LP  Absolutely
stunning... review  ::  by Travis Bird  

Hobo Cubes "Hypnotic Infinitum" CD-r
Montreal's best kept secret... review  ::  by

Crawford Philleo  

Robin Fox "A Handful Of Automation"
Totally great and very limited... review  ::  by

Paul Simpson  

Billowing "Cruel Summer" LP  Great new
effort on Fred Thomas' Life Like label...

review  ::  by Paul Simpson  

Various Artists "Ethnic Minority Music of
Northwest Xinjiang, China"  Another

Sublime Frequencies gem... review  ::  by
Daniel DeRogatis  

other new reviews....
Avmakt Avmakt tape
Ballrogg Insomnia
Banned Books Mission Creep LP
Maurizio Bianchi/M.B. Ynophmys
Boy Is Fiction Broadcasts in Colour
Calendar Islands Ending Winter CD-r
Foot Ox/Splintercake split 7''
Foreign Cinema Non-Synchronous Sound
Graham Grimpen Mire
Hecker 3 Track 12"
Imagho The Travelling Guild 3'' cd-r
Blake Mackey C'mon Eschaton
The Moles Untune the Sky LP
Reboot Shunyata
Robe. Time Dilation CD-r
Sachiko Golden Hypnos LP
Scribbler My Old Lady 7''
Sky Needle Time Hammer 7''
Soft Machine Live at Henie Onstad Art  Centre
1971
The Third Eye Awakening
Ulaan Khol III
UUHUU Stringfigures for Flynt tape
Wrest Live at the CSV LP

...more reviews

10 August, 2010
Early Women Composers  A collection of tracks
from some of the best female composers this
century... podcast  ::  by Brad Rose

 

search

 
menu
home

features
podcasts

blog
digitalis

shop
about

contact

 

18 August, 2010
Donovan Quinn
Donovan Quinn has

already proven himself to
be one of the more gifted
folk-pop songsmiths of the
past decade through his
work with Verdure and
The Skygreen Leopards...
feature  ::  by David Perron

11 August, 2010
Operative  Many
readers of Foxy

Digitalis will be familiar
with the respective work
of Scott Goodwin, Spencer
Doran, Alex Neerman, and
Jed Bindeman...  feature
::  by Jordan Anderson  

Marc Manning  Marc
Manning is an artist

and musician living and
working in San Francisco...
feature  ::  by Dave Miller  

4 August, 2010
Trembling Bells
Over the last

several years, drummer
Alex Neilson has
developed a reputation as
a brilliant musician...
feature  ::  by
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of Plaid can be felt, but this time they
are delivered with personality and an
idiosyncrasy that keeps one hooked.
HallÕs second effort is a longer piece with
a slow fade allowing shimmering tones to
escape the deafness. Noise and tonal
sirens swell and fade with surf-like
motions. Field recordings aid the organic
illusion. A static fuzz bleeds through,
(think of FenneszÕs latest efforts), which
then glides with ambient waves. This fits
beautifully, sandwiched in sound, and
manages to outshine the albums
openers.

Finally Ambrose Chapel gets the stage
with the two final pieces. Gonglike
sounds whoosh with tidal doom. Then
depart leaving almost silence as
gathering lava approaches. Thick noise is
joined by tranquil synths that whistle
through the din. Long clean tones drift
feeling like the tranquillity of early
morning, post-rave clubland, ears ringing
and head swirling. Gradually things
become fuzzed and a chiming fade draws
its conclusion. The final track feels like a
slowed melodica shifting its way among
various crackles and experiments. The
soothing tones remain constant as
particles come and go with frivolous
efforts. Then all breaks apart.  This is a
simple and gracious end. 6/10 --
 Peter Taylor  (4 August, 2009)

a   b   c  d   e   f   g   h   ij   k   l   m   no   p  
qr   s  t   uv   w   xyz   v|a   0!9  

5 August, 2010
Hobo Cult #1  First set of tunes from the man
behind Hobo Cult/Hobo Cubes... podcast  ::  by
Frank Ouellette

15 July, 2010
LAFMS Podcast #1  A selection of tracks from
the might Los Angeles Free Music Society..
podcast  ::  by Andrew Murdock Livingston

3 July, 2010
ALPHACAST  A collection of songs from the
mighty Colin Ward AKA Alphabets in celebration
of the ALPHABOX release...  podcast  ::  by
Brad Rose

26 June, 2010
Early Electronics  A collection of various
electronics from the last half-century...
podcast  ::  by Brad Rose

...more podcasts

Jordan Anderson  

Eggy Records  Eggy
Records (and Eggy

Distribution) is the
brainchild of Portlander,
Raf Spielman. .. label-
spotlight  ::  by Brad Rose  

28 July, 2010
Mother of Fire
Burn your guitars,

Mother of Fire is on the
move... feature  ::  by
David Perron  

TRD W/d  Belfast,
Maine's premier

source of total
weirdness...  label-spotlight
::  by Brad Rose  

Phase!  Phase!
started in 2002 as a

CD-R / tape label and
fanzine by Panagiotis
Spoulos. .. feature  ::  by
Dave Miller

...more features
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